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Standing for Elected Office 
Election agents  

Unless you are standing in a parish or community council election, you must have an 

election agent. Election agents are responsible for the financial management of your 

campaign. You can act as your own agent if you wish, but if you appoint someone 

else, notice of their appointment must be given to the relevant Returning Officer. 

Role 

Key duties the election agent conducts include managing the campaign’s finances 

and ensuring that the candidate’s declarations and returns of expenses are passed 

on to the appropriate officer. 

Office address 

The election agent must have an office address to which the Returning Officer can 

send any relevant communications. There are restrictions on the location of an 

agent’s office address but, in general, the office address must be contained within 

the area that has the election or an adjoining one. For further details on the 

appointment of election agents, see the guidance available on the Electoral 

Commission’s website. 

Expenses 

Candidates and their agents must follow certain rules about how much they can 

spend at elections. This can include spending to promote your candidacy on such 

things as advertising, transport, meetings and staff costs.  

http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/


Candidate spending is often called ‘expenses’. Sometimes, people think this means 

that spending can be reclaimed. Usually this is not the case. In some circumstances 

you may be entitled to recover certain expenses from public funds, such as the 

Access to Elected Office Fund.  

However, if you belong to a political party or group, there may be financial help 

available to you. Alternatively, most candidates raise money by way of donations to 

their campaign. Otherwise, if you decide to spend money on your campaign, you 

may have to pay for it yourself. 

Spending limits 

There are limitations on what you can spend depending on the elections you are 

standing in. For information on this and submitting spending returns visit the 

Electoral Commission’s website. 

Donations 

A donation is money, goods or services given to a candidate without charge or on 

non-commercial terms, over a certain value. 

Examples of donations 

A donation could be: 

• a gift of money or other property  

• sponsorship of an event or publication  

• subscription or affiliation payments  

• free or specially discounted use of an office.  

Guidance for candidates and their agents standing for election and information about 

donations and loans for individuals and groups whose political activities are 

regulated outside election periods can be found on the Electoral Commission’s 

website.   

  

http://www.access-to-elected-office-fund.org.uk/
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/


Donors 

You may only accept a donation over a certain amount from a ‘permissible donor’. 

You have to decide whether you can accept it by making the appropriate checks 

otherwise it must be returned.  

The Electoral Commission website has information about deciding if you can accept 

a donation and the records you have to keep. 

Standing for a political party 

A list of all registered political parties in the UK can be found on the Electoral 

Commission’s website.  

Membership 

If you wish to stand for a registered political party, the first step is to be a member of 

that organisation - if you are not already, you will have to become one. Some political 

parties may require you to have been a member for a specified period of time before 

you are eligible to become a candidate. You’ll need to contact the party for further 

information.  

If you want to create your own political party, you’ll need to start by registering it with 

the Electoral Commission. Advice on how to do so is available [link 

href="http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/guidance/resources-for-those-we-

regulate/register-a-new-party"]here[/link]. 

Selection process 

The selection process will differ between parties. If you are interested in running for a 

political party, consult their website for details of the specific process, or for contact 

details to find out more. 

Standing as an Independent 

Standing as an Independent allows you to stand for your own policies. Whilst being 

an Independent means that you don’t have to worry about the selection process to 

become a political party candidate, it does mean that you won’t have the backing 

that a political party can provide, in the form of expertise, for example.  

http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/party-finance/PEF-online-registers
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/party-finance/PEF-online-registers


So, why might you consider standing for election as an Independent candidate rather 

than for a political party? 

It might be that you believe that the national interests of political parties are not best 

for your local area. If you get elected as an Independent candidate, you may have 

more freedom to vote on issues in the way you see fit rather than be compelled to 

follow the preferences of a political party.  

There are currently over 2,000 Independent councillors in England and Wales. 

Electoral Register  
The Electoral Register is a document containing the names and addresses of all the 

people eligible to vote in an area. There are legal restrictions on what you can use 

the Electoral Register for and who can see it. If you are considering standing for 

election, you can ask the relevant returning officer about access to the Register. You 

can find their contact details on the About My Vote website.  You should read the 

Electoral Commission’s guidance on its website to make sure you use the Register 

in accordance with the law.  

Registration 

Every year, the Electoral Registration Officer writes to every address in their area. 

People can also register to vote by contacting the local authority themselves. 

Registration during campaigning 

From time to time, you may come across an individual who should have registered to 

vote but has failed to do so. There may still be time for them to register: applications 

can be submitted to the Electoral Registration Officer up to eleven working days prior 

to polling day.   

http://www.aboutmyvote.co.uk/
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/


Elections 
All your hard work will lead up to one day: election day.  

This is the moment of truth, the day when the voting public decides who they want to 

represent them.  

Your hard work is not over, though, as there is still plenty to do on the big day itself – 

and afterwards. Before we come to that, however, let’s look at the voting process. 

Different elections use different voting systems, which define the rules of how 

candidates and parties are elected. Let’s take a look at some of them. 

First past the post 

Used for: 

• electing MPs to the House of Commons  

• local elections in England and Wales  

• cases where there are only two candidates standing at a mayoral election in 

England and Wales, at the election for London Mayor or at a Police and Crime 

Commissioner election.  

How it works: 

When the ballot papers are counted, the candidate(s) receiving the most votes 

becomes the elected representative. 

Supplementary Vote (SV) 

Used for electing: 

• Mayors in England and Wales or the Mayor of London where there are three 

or more candidates  

• Police and Crime Commissioners where there are three or more candidates.  

  



How it works: 

Voters are given a first and second choice. If a candidate receives at least 50% of 

the first choice votes, they are elected. Otherwise, all but the top two candidates are 

eliminated, with their second choice votes being added to the totals for the top two. 

The candidate with the most votes in total is elected.. 

Additional Member System (AMS) 

Used for electing: 

• the London Assembly  

• National Assembly for Wales.  

How it works: 

Voters have two votes: one for the local constituency member; and one for the 

London-wide Assembly members or, in the case of the Welsh Assembly, members 

from the country’s five electoral regions. The constituency members are elected 

under the first-past-the-post system and the other members are elected under a 

proportional representation system. In combination, these two voting systems are 

known as the Additional Member System. For more information select [link 

href="http://www.aboutmyvote.co.uk/how_do_i_vote/voting_systems.aspx"]here[/link] 

Candidate actions on the day 

You’ll obviously be campaigning in the run-up to elections, but that hard work doesn’t 

stop on election day itself. 

Number tellers 

Number tellers work on the behalf of political parties or Independent candidates to 

establish whether supporters known to the candidate have actually come to the 

polling station and voted. Obviously, whether or not someone has voted and who 

they voted for is secret – voters may choose to give their name and address to 

tellers waiting outside polling stations, but do not have to. 

  



Following up on election day  

If you have volunteers on hand, they could be sent out at some point during election 

day to knock on the doors of your known supporters who have yet to vote. This 

involves simply reminding them that today is election day, the best means of which 

may just be to put a card through their door. If an individual states when they will 

vote, make a note of this, to be followed up later.  

Remember all printed election material, including reminder to vote cards, must 

include an imprint with the name and address of the printer, the promoter, and 

anyone on whose behalf the material is being printed.  

Election day is usually a Thursday, a working day, meaning that those who haven’t 

voted early in the morning will typically do so after work. So the best time to follow up 

with people who have not yet voted is the evening, when people have returned home 

from work. Try to send your volunteers to the areas with the highest number of 

supporters who have yet to vote, but also make efforts to cover all areas of the ward 

during the day.  

After all that, the lists you are left with can give you a good idea of how you’ve done 

in the vote. 

The count 

Once the polls close the votes are counted. Candidates and election agents are 

permitted to observe the count. Counts are managed by Returning Officers, whose 

staff will conduct the count. 

Counting agents 

Counting agents observe the verification and counting process. They can bring any 

questionable ballot papers to the attention of the Returning Officer. However, they 

cannot handle the ballot papers. 

Ballot counting 

The first step in the count is to check that the number of ballot papers handed out 

matches the numbers of ballot papers in the ballot boxes. 



The count 

Next, the votes on the ballot papers are counted. For the Greater London Authority 

elections, the vote counting process is electronic rather than manual. This is known 

as e-counting. 

Vote validation 

This is carried out by the Returning Officer or a deputy. It involves determining the 

voter’s intentions where a ballot paper is unclear. For example, this may occur when 

something other than a cross has been used to mark the voter’s choice, the cross 

has been placed outside of a box, or too many marks have been made on the paper. 

A decision is then made as to which candidate the vote is for or whether the ballot is 

spoiled.  

Regarding doubtful ballot papers, counting officers are able to challenge the 

adjudications of Returning Officers.  

Recounts 

Any candidate or election agent is free to request a recount, but it is up to the 

Returning Officer to decide if one is necessary. This is often dependent on how close 

the results are. 

Results 

Once the votes have been counted, the results will be announced. There are certain 

words which people use to interpret the results of Parliamentary and Council 

elections, as follows.  

Seat 

The candidate who wins the vote is said to win the seat.  

Hold 

If the party that has won the seat, also won it at the previous election, they have held 

onto it. 

  



Gain 

If the party that has won the seat did not win it at the previous election, it has been 

gained. If the party fails to win on a previously held seat, it has been lost. 

Majority 

In Parliamentary elections, if a party wins more seats in the House of Commons than 

all of those held by the other parties combined, they have a majority and can form a 

government.  

A hung Parliament is where no party has an overall majority, leading to a minority 

Government or Coalition Government. The 2010 General Election resulted in a 

Coalition Government.  

In Council elections, the lack of a party with no overall majority is described as ‘no 

overall control’. 

After the election 

Election bunting. 

After the election 

Win or lose, there is lots to do in terms of taking stock of your result. It’s important 

that you analyse information such as where your support came from, what voters 

you attracted and why. You might also want to bear in mind the following: 

Party 

Hold a party to thank your campaign team for their help. Even if you didn’t win this 

will raise morale- after all, the next election campaign starts now! 

Return of deposit 

At elections where deposits were required, candidacy deposits are returned if you 

received the required percentage of the vote, which varies depending on the type of 

election and candidate. 

  



Acceptance of office 

Winning candidates need to make a declaration confirming their acceptance of the 

position. There will be a deadline for doing this, which can be checked with the body 

to which election is sought. 

Election petition 

These can be lodged if the winning candidate was not duly elected or should have 

been disqualified, or where it is suspected that the proper process was not followed 

and the intregrity of the result is in doubt for some reason. There are costs attached 

to an election petition. If you are considering lodging one, you should take 

independent legal advice. 
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